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BOWNE HOUSE 
Built 1661 


A Shrine to Religious Freedom 

BOWNE STREET and FOX LANE 
Flushing, New York 


Open Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, from 3 to 5 P.M. Admission Free 






D UTCH HALF-DOORS, with the old, iron knocker 
and latch, open into a small hall at the entrance 
to Bowne House. The narrow stairway, going up 
from the rear of the entry, is unusually perfect in 
its treads and only slightly worn despite long years 
of use. A small closet under the stairway is typical 
of the way in which every bit of space in the house 
is utilized. In photo, Miss Claudia Furman, a de¬ 
scendant of John Bowne, is wearing a gown made 
in Holland about 1800 for the trousseau of Mary 
Bowne, whose portrait hangs in the living room. 
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F EW towns or colonies contributed more toward establishing religious 
freedom in America than did Flushing. 

In the charter issued October 10, 1645, by Governor William 
Kieft of the Dutch Province of New Netherland, the founders of the 
Town of Flushing were promised “the right to have and enjoy liberty 
of conscience.” These men, of “divers views” on religion, courageously 
resisted every attempt to infringe upon that right, and accepted in 
their community people of every faith. 

Their attitude was eloquently expressed in the Flushing Remonstrance, 
which is among the truly great documents in American history. In¬ 
censed by a ban ordered by Governor Peter Stuyvesant in 1657 on 
the harboring of Quakers, or the holding of religious services by this 
sect, newly arrived in the colony, twenty-eight freeholders of the Town 
of Flushing proclaimed that not only would they welcome Quakers to 
their town and homes, but any “sons of Adam who come in love 
among us” and would not “condemn, punish, banish, persecute or lay 
violent hands upon anyone, in whatever name, form or title he might 
appear.” 

Dismissal of the town officials, fining and imprisonment of some of 
the signers and threats of banishment failed to suppress this remark¬ 
able spirit of tolerance, which was not a common virtue of the time. 
Flushing continued to be a haven for Quakers, although they were 
forced to hold meetings secretly in the woods to escape persecution 
by the New Netherland authorities. 

When he built his home in 1661, John Bowne, a conservative 
quiet-spoken, plain but strong-minded man, invited the Quakers to 
worship there. Bowne had married Hannah Feake, whose stepfather, 
William Hallett, had been fined and deposed as sheriff by Governor 
Stuyvesant because he permitted a Baptist preacher to hold services 
in Flushing. Like many other residents of the town, Bowne and his 
wife had been converted to the Quaker faith. 






T HE MASSIVE mahogany secretary, beautifully 
hand-carved and with the original brass hardware, 
is believed to have been made in Manhattan be¬ 
tween 1735 and 1750 especially for the living room. 
Portraits of Samuel Parsons and Mary Bowne Par¬ 
sons, owners of the house in the early 19th century, 
are in this room. 


■ 5 - 


















It was not long before word reached Governor Stuyvesant of this 
defiance of the ban on those whom he called “an abominable sect.” 
In August, 1662, a warrant was issued for John Bowne’s arrest. Haled 
before the Governor and Council, Bowne was fined one hundred and 
fifty florins, with a stern warning “to abstain himself in the future 
from Quaker meetings,” under penalty of double the fine and banish¬ 
ment from the colony. 

Bowne refused to pay the fine or renounce his right to religious 
freedom. When solitary confinement in the dungeon at the New Am¬ 
sterdam fort, on a diet of bread and water, and more gentle methods 
of persuasion failed, Governor Stuyvesant decided to “transport Bowne 
from the province, as an example to others.” 

Sent to Holland for disposal of his case, John Bowne made such an 
earnest plea for tolerance and “liberty of conscience” that he was set 
free. The Amsterdam Chamber of the Dutch West India Company, 
governing body of the New Netherland Province, declared that “the 
consciences of men, at least, ought to remain free and unshackled.” 

The trial and acquittal of John Bowne on the issue of freedom of 
religion unquestionably ranks equally in importance with the trial of 
John Peter Zenger, nearly seventy-five years later, on the question of 
freedom of the press. Both helped to bring about in this new nation 
the basic concepts of freedom written into the Bill of Rights. 


T RAMPING through the woods with his wife, John Bowne personally 
selected the trees from which timbers were hand-hewn to build 
their home. So well was it constructed that today the original 
portion of Bowne House—the kitchen, with bedrooms upstairs—is 
little different from what it was in 1661. 
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T HE INTERIOR walls of the living room are note¬ 
worthy for the unusually fine old wood panelling. 
The display of miniature furniture, dating from 
1800, consists of what probably were samples of the 
wares of itinerant cabinet-makers, purchased as toys 
for the children. Another interesting exhibit is the 
cane with which Thomas Bowne, John’s father, 
killed a bear. Lacking a weapon when the animal 
attacked him as he strolled down the lane from the 
house to what is now Northern Boulevard, Thomas 
Bowne had the presence of mind to thrust his cane 
down the bear’s throat. The low, narrow doorway 
leading into the library is similar to those through¬ 
out the interior of the house. 
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A SHERATON style jour-poster feather bed is in 
the small guest room on the front of the house. 
Some of the family samplers hang on the walls. 
The bed warmer, used from early colonial times, was 
an essential piece of furniture in unheated rooms. 
The metal pan, attached to a long handle, was filled 
with hot coals and rubbed between the sheets before 
retiring on a cold night. Many documents, pictures 
and other memorabilia relating to the Bowne House 
and the early history of Flushing are displayed in 
the library, which also has a portrait of George 
Fox, founder of the Religious Society of Friends. 


\ 

I 
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T HE HIGHBOY in the dining room is a very 
fine example of the William and Mary style, with 
trumpet legs, and the chairs around the table are 
of the early Queen Anne period. A tall eight-day 
clock, believed to have been made in Manhattan by 
Anthony Ward about 1735, has been keeping time 
all these many years. Hung in this room are por¬ 
traits of Samuel Bowne ( 1812-90) and his wife, 
Elizabeth Ackerly Bowne (1814-75), painted by 
Francois Anelli in 1835 and loaned by the Museum 
of the City of New York. 
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It was in the kitchen that the first meetings of Quakers were held, 
in defiance of Governor Stuyvesant’s ban on the sect, resulting in 
Bowne’s arrest and banishment from the New Netherland colony. Fol¬ 
lowing Bowne’s release by the Dutch West India Company, the Quakers 
of Flushing continued to worship here for thirty years, until comple¬ 
tion of the Friends Meeting House in 1694. 

The dining room was added in 1680 and in 1696, a year after 
Bowne’s death, his son, Samuel, built the living room, with the present 
entry, and more bedrooms on the upper floor. This section had the 
New England salt box style of architecture, with the roof on the back, 
or Fox Lane side, sloping to the ground. The only other change made 
in the house was in 1830, when the old roof was elevated and the 
north wing added, consisting of the guest room and library, and 
additional chambers. 

It has been the aim of the Bowne House Historical Society to capture 
some of the feeling and charm of this house when it was lived in by 
early generations of the Bowne family, and to place emphasis upon 
what Bowne House symbolizes, rather than upon its architecture, or 
to strive for museum perfection in the display of its contents. The 
furniture has always been in the house, with each of the nine genera- 
itons of Bowne descendants adding furnishings to suit their needs. 


B ORN in Derbyshire, England, in 1627, John Bowne migrated to 
Massachusetts at the age of twenty-two, with his father and sister 
Dorothy. The family came to Flushing in 1651 and Bowne pur¬ 
chased a large tract of farm land, bounded approximately by what is 
now Sanford Avenue, Union Street, 35th Avenue and Parsons Boulevard. 
His father and sister remained in Flushing, the latter marrying Edward 
Farrington, a magistrate of the town. Bowne went back to Massachu¬ 
setts for a time to look after his prosperous business as a merchant, 
but three years later settled down in Flushing to become a farmer. 
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I N THE RESTORATION program for Bowne 
House, wainscoting added in comparatively recent 
years was removed from the dining room, reveal¬ 
ing the original hand-hewn beams put in place when 
the room was built in 1680. A glassed panel has been 
placed in what once was the back wall of the 
house, to show the use of straw and clay between 
horizontal oak supports—called “ cobbing”—in its 
construction. The fireplace has the original hand¬ 
made brick and fire backs. Over it, built into the 
wall, are two long drawers in which were kept flint 
and rush tapers for lighting the fire, candles, herbs 
and pipes. 















In 1656, Bowne married Hannah Feake, daughter of Lieutenant 
Robert and Elizabeth (Fones) Feake, who were among the early 
settlers in Massachusetts Bay colony. Until they built their own home, 
the couple is believed to have lived with Bowne’s father in a little 
house on the site now occupied by Flushing High School. 

Upon John Bowne’s death in 1695, ownership of Bowne House passed 
to his sixth child, Samuel (1667-1745), then to a grandson, John 
(1692-1757) and a great-grandson, also John (1742-1804). It came into 
the possession of the Parsons family through the marriage of the 
latter’s daughter, Mary (1784-1839), to Samuel Parsons (1774-1841), 
founder of one of Flushing’s famous nurseries. Their descendants were 
occupants of Bowne House until its acquisition by the Bowne House 
Historical Society in 1946. 


T WO famous Quakers, George Fox and William Penn, were guests 
at the Bowne House. Fox, who founded the Religious Society of 
Friends in England the same year that Flushing was settled, was a 
visitor at the Bowne House in 1672. During a tour of Long Island, 
Fox stopped in Flushing to hold services. After dinner with the Bownes 
and a nap on a couch which is still in the house, Fox preached to a 
large gathering under two oak trees nearby. A boulder now marks the 
site of the Fox Oaks. 

William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania, was a guest in 1683. It was 
after Penn’s visit to Flushing that the Duke of York, who acquired 
New York after its capture from the Dutch in 1664, was persuaded to 
permit the towns of Long Island to have a representative assembly which 
drafted the famous Charter of Liberties. Unable to collect taxes and 
suppress dissension among the people, York was moved to heed Penn’s 
advice to “let them be governed by laws of their own making in order 
that they may be free men.” 
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T HE KITCHEN, the oldest part of the house, has 
been arranged to give some of the atmosphere of 
the time when John and Hannah Bowne occupied 
it. In early colonial times, the kitchen was the 
center of all family activity. Besides cooking and 
eating, it was used for washing, spinning, weaving, 
preserving food, storing a variety of household articles 
and as a general living room. When the family 
overflowed the bedrooms upstairs, or an occasional 
visitor remained overnight, the kitchen also served 
as sleeping quarters. John Bowne built the fireplace 
large enough to roast an ox if he had a mind to. 
The fire was never allowed to go out, being “raked 
up” with ashes when cooking was done. The bee 
hive type oven, in the back of the fireplace, origi¬ 
nally was exposed to the outdoors but in recent 
years was covered with a lean-to. 
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Old print of Bowne House from Phelps Stokes Collection 
in the New York Public Library. 


Text by Haynes Trebor 

Member of Research Committee, Bowne House Historical Society 
Photographs by C. Manley DeBevoise 
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The Editors — Miss Margaret I. Carman, Mrs. 
Edward J. Streator, Miss Anna M. O’Connor and 
Haynes Trebor. 


Touring the summer months our Society published 
The Bowne House — 1661 — A National Shrine to 
Religious Freedom, which has become popularly 
known as The Bowne House Book. We are gratified 
by the gracious messages which we have received 
with reference to this book, the publication of 
which, without expense to our Society, was made 
possible through the kind interest of Justice James 
T. Hallinan and his fellow members of Queens Bor¬ 
ough Lodge of Elks. Extracts from some of the 
letters with which we were honored, follow: 

• 

Dr. Albert B. Corey, New York State Historian: 

“I very much appreciate receiving a copy of 
the ‘Bowne House, 1661.’ I am particularly 
pleased with the fine appreciation which the 


House Book 

Editor wrote and included in the booklet. Not 
only is it a fine tribute but it is a fitting climax 
to a distinguished book.” 

• 

Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, New York State 
Librarian: 

“I am quite delighted with the Bowne House 
Book which has just come to my desk. It is a 
very fine publication, quite worthy of the excel¬ 
lent project and typical of the kind of work that 
you do. It will prove to be a valuable reference 
book and an inspiration to many readers in the 
years to come. 

“I am particularly pleased that the reproduc¬ 
tion of the Flushing Remonstrance came out so 
well.” 

(Continued on Page 6) 



























Independence Day Celebration 

It was most gratifying to have such a grand turnout for our Independence 
Day Exercises, which were held on the lawn at Bowne House on July 4th. 

On this day, so pleasantly warm and beautifully clear, an attendance of 
approximately three hundred persons made seating accommodations difficult. 
Guests who were not fortunate enough to obtain a chair, sat on the grass under 
the trees, midst lovely surroundings. The garden was at its best; flowers, 
shrubbery, trees and grass all trimmed for the occasion. 

A platform on the lawn furnished protection from the sun for our distin¬ 
guished guests and added an air of gaiety to the occasion. To Franklin F. 
Regan, our treasurer, we are indebted for obtaining the cooperation of the 
Park Department, not only in lending us the platform but also for erecting 
and furnishing it with the necessary equipment. 

To see many children in the audience was a delight; they were attentive 
and very well behaved. When, at the conclusion of the exercises, so many of 
them appeared at the platform for refreshments, it was a little difficult to 
“stretch ’ the punch. Two or three asked permission to keep the small flags 
which had been used for decoration. When permission was granted, the young¬ 
sters were so pleased that it occurred to me we should plan to distribute small 
American flags to our young guests at the exercises next year, thus adding 
color to the occasion and emphasizing the significance of the day. 


Mmy who came to visit Bowne House for the first time that morning, 
deemed it a privilege to attend such beautiful and inspiring exercises. Some 
visitors had travelled hours to be with us. After the exercises, the hostesses, 
virtually 100 per cent in attendance, escorted visitors through the house. 

Perhaps the inspiring advertisement which Louis Gertz sponsored in the 
Long Island Star Journal on July 3 was partly responsible for the increased 
interest and large attendance so evident that day. Mr. Gertz’ cooperation is 
heartwarming, indeed. 

As Chairman of the Day, I expressed the thought that our program may 
have been simple, even repetitious; but I consider it the most impressive of 
all our Independence Day Celebrations. 

For the wonderful cooperation and participation of our local clergymen, 
our president, our trustees, the American Legion, the soloists, our hostesses' 


Remonstrance Day Observance 

December 27th, commemorating the signing of the Flushing Remonstrance, 
is one of the most significant dates in the history of our community. It has 
been the feeling of the Program Committee and of all the Trustees of the 
Bowne House Historical Society that this day should be celebrated from year 
to year by the residents of the North Shore, not only in gratitude for the 
courageous act of plain, simple men who defied a powerful governor in behalf 
of a persecuted sect, but also in order to keep alive and strengthen the spirit 
of religious tolerance in our own time. 

Two attempts to establish Remonstrance Day as a permanent holiday ran 
afoul of severe snowstorms of blizzard proportions. Undaunted by these experi¬ 
ences, we are determined to reestablish the celebration of Remonstrance Day, 
trusting that the people of Flushing will recognize its importance and give it 
the support it deserves. 

Judge Colden has appointed the following committee to plan this year’s 
celebration: Rabbi Max Meyer, chairman, Miss Margaret Carman, Mrs. John 
Tennent and Haynes Trebor, to which committee Mr. and Mrs. Paul Findley 
were added. 

The observance of Remonstrance Day will be held at the Flushing Y.M.C.A. 
on Sunday, December 27th, at 3 P.M. A program of interest is being planned 
in which religious, civic and patriotic organizations will participate. Mean¬ 
while, members of the Bowne House Historical Society are asked to make 
note of the place and time. We hope that the date will be so firmly fixed in 
the public mind that now and henceforth, no inquiries will be made concern¬ 
ing it. 

— Max Meyer 


and all those who carried out their assigned task so well, Mr. Halleran and I, 
as Program Chairmen, are deeply appreciative and sincerely grateful. 

I believe we are the only organization in Queens County which celebrates 
this great day in such an appropriate manner. Should our manner of observance 
spread to other communities, then The Bowne House Historical Society may 
well be proud to have originated such a patriotic form of Independence Day 
observance. 


—Gertrude D. Halleran 











New Members 


Visitors 


J- ifteen friends of Bowne House were elected members of our Society at 
the September meeting. A most cordial welcome is given to each new member 
and a hearty invitation to participate in the activities of our Society. The new 
members are: 


Miss Evelyn Byrd Braddon 

William V. Beardall 

Andrew T. Callan 

Samuel A. Cox 

Ernest B. Fischer 

Frank Gick 

Franklin M. Haines 

Mrs. Mildred Bowne Hilborn 

Mrs. Walter Kidde 

William Lennie 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. McLaughlin 
Mrs. Helen C. Mohr 
Dr. Benjamin Rosenfeld 
Rupert B. Thomas 
Douglas Van Riper 


— Babylon, Long Island 

— Flushing, Long Island 

— Plandome, Long Island 

— North Sebago, Maine 
—- Flushing, Long Island 

— Flushing, Long Island 

— New York City 

— Battle Creek, Michigan 

— Montclair, New Jersey 

— Flushing, Long Island 

— Flushing, Long Island 

— Flushing, Long Island 

— Flushing, Long Island 

— Flushing, Long Island 

— Manhasset, Long Island 


LIFE MEMBERS 


F ROM THE CORNERS of the earth persons have come to visit Bowne House. 
Even though their homes were widely separated, they all had one thing in 
common — they could see the house and its fascinating interior. 

One day Bob came. His home is different; he lives at The Industrial Home 
for the Blind. A young fellow named John accompanied Bob. Ever since the 
age of five, Bob has been unable to see or hear, consequently he speaks with 
much difficulty. 

In code, by means of pressure on the wrist, John relayed to Bob the Bowne 
House story as it was told by the hostess. Bob asked permission to touch some 
of the objects in the rooms so an exception was made, and he was permitted 
to do so. 

• • • 

.A. s His sensitive fingertips ran over objects like candlesticks, the grand¬ 
father’s clock, rush bottom chairs, miniature furniture, the bed warmer, 
etc., correct identification sputtered from the lips of this young, Cum Laude 
Bachelor of Arts, who can neither see nor hear. 

To watch all this was a truly emotional experience for the hostess; uncanny, 
exhausting! Not so for Bob! The smile which lighted up his countenance 
indicated that he was thoroughly enjoying himself. 

Do you suppose the founders of The Bowne House Historical Society ever 
dreamed of a possibility like this? To have given so much pleasure to a young 
man so handicapped must inspire us all. And what a challenge! We never 
know who will come a-knocking at our door. 


Benjamin Braunsetein, Benjamin Neisloss and Martin Starr Bowne, regular 
members of our Society, were elected Life Members at the September meeting 
of our Board of Trustees. We are most grateful to Mr. Braunstein, Mr. Neisloss 
and Mr. Bowne for their generous support of the work of our Society. 


A Christmas Gift from Bowne House 

Aln annual membership in Bowne House Historical Society would be a 
lovely Christmas gift. Why not include a few Bowne House membership 
nominations this Christmas season? Mail the enclosed applications with your 
check for $5 for each member proposed. At Christmas our Society will send 
post paid to each of your nominees a copy of our Bowne House Book — 
with a little note to say that it is a Christmas gift from you. 
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Go and See 

The Friends’ Meeting House on 15th Street in New York City 

TT he work of the Descendants Committee has many interesting facets, one 
of which is the checking of family records. This phase of the work often 
leads us to quaint and charming places; for example, the Friends’ Meeting 
House on 15th Street in New York City. There, in a fascinating library, are 
housed the earliest records of the Quakers in America. The Custodian of this 
library, Mr. Percy Clapp, is a Bowne descendant; he is always willing to 
open his big safes and bring out intriguing records of the early days in 
Colonial America. 

The last time we visited Mr. Clapp, he showed us the earliest Minutes of 
Quaker Meetings in this country. The minutes include records of meetings held 
regularly in the Bowne House, over a period of thirty years before the Meeting 
House on Northern Boulevard, Flushing, was built. These valuable records lay, 
forgotten, in the attic of Bowne House until they were discovered there about 
seventy-five years ago. They give the date of the first recorded meeting held 
in the Bowne House as 1662; the last, 1694. Thereafter, the Quaker Meeting 
House on Northern Boulevard was used for worship. Births, marriages, and 
deaths of many of the first settlers of Flushing and of members of the Bowne 
family are also recorded. 


A.NOTHER interesting document is a copy of a deed which was drawn up by 
John Bowne, giving the land situated in the northwest corner of John’s 
farm, “5 rood long and 5 rood broade bounded with the Hye way on the 
(west) and on the north,” as a burial ground “forever” to the Friends. Through 
Mr. Clapp’s generosity, a photostatic copy of this deed has been given to The 
Bowne House Historical Society. 

Bit by bit, by means of an entry here, a record there, the authentic story 
of John Bowne’s life is being pieced out; from a record in the Meeting House 
on 15th Street, we now know that: “John Bowne dyed on the 20th day of the 
10th month in the year 1695 And was buryed ye 23rd day of the same, being 
68 years of age. He did freely Expose him selfe his house and Esteate to ye 
service of Truth. And had a constant Meeting in his house neare About forty 
yeares. He allso suffered very much for ye truth’s seak.” 

It is believed that John Bowne was buried in the ground which he gave 
to the Friends. Unfortunately, no record of the location of graves was kept by 


the Quakers at this time; not even headstones mark these early graves. 

For those who like to browse or delve, a visit to the Quaker Meeting House 
on 15th Street will yield rich returns. 

• • • 

Ever since our Society took over the Bowne House, the Descendants Com¬ 
mittee has been in correspondence with several hundred Bowne descendants. 
We have gradually received many interesting family records. These are now 
being put in order in the hope that some day a sequel to Mrs. Malcolm Sands 
Wilson’s book, “THE BOWNE FAMILY OF FLUSHING, LONG ISLAND,” 
may be published. 

— Eileen Tennent 


Did You Know? 

./Vt Bowne House, in 1661, there dwelt two people, John and Hannah Bowne, 
who actually “lived” what they believed. Dramatic, first-hand information 
about his persecution, as it was recorded by John Bowne himself, may be 
read in a photostatic copy of his “Journal,” donated to our Society. The 
original is in the library of The New-York Historical Society, 77th Street and 
Central Park West, New York City. Fascinating reading! 

First-hand information about Hannah Bowne, John Bowne’s first wife, 
comes from one of John’s letters to Hannah when she was in Europe, preaching 
the gospel of Quakerism: “Dear Heart, The like largeness of love for any one 
person I have seldom found amongst them (townsfolk) as it is for thee.” 

Wonderful people to know -— John and Hannah Bowne! Have you a place 
for them in your Mental Treasure Chest? 


AN INVITATION 

For our mutual enjoyment, every member of The Bowne 
House Historical Society is cordially invited to contribute 
any interesting information pertinent to Bowne House and 
to our Society. Mail to Bowne House Bulletin, Bowne 
House, Flushing, N. Y. 













Acquisitions 

.A. very important fact to remember in connection with the acquisitions of 
The Bowne House Historical Society is that ownership of Bowne House 
remained in the same family for almost three centuries. Therefore, acqui¬ 
sitions appropriate to the house must vary greatly in period and in workman¬ 
ship; but all are authentic. 

Many persons throughout the United States have offered antiques for our 
consideration, but only those formerly in Bowne House or owned by descend¬ 
ants of John Bowne have been accepted. 

To list all our gifts here is impractical so we shall mention a few, especially 
rare. There are the sofa and the drum table owned by Walter Bowne, Mayor 
of the City of New York, 1829-33; several fine examples of American pewter; 
a rush bottom, pine settee; some excellent portraits. 


TT he portraits are most acceptable because they lend a homelike touch to 
the rooms in which they hang. In the hall, on the Fox Lane side of the 
house, is an Eighteenth Century portrait of Robert Bowne. In the dining room 
are two portraits — Samuel Bowne, seventh generation from John Bowne, and 
Eliza Ackerly Bowne, wife of Samuel — superb in workmanship and so charm¬ 
ing in effect that visitors remark them immediately. 

By purchase, we have acquired a fruit wood cupboard, a pine chest, an 
ash desk, and an oval, mahogany, bird cage table with slipper feet, circa 1780. 
The set of miniature furniture, which our guests find so attractive, was also 
acquired by purchase. It has been in Bowne House for many years but was 
not included in the sale of the house to our Society. Long, long ago, itinerant 
cabinetmakers, forerunners of the modern furniture dealer, submitted models 
like these before attempting to fill customers’ orders. 

The Acquisitions Committee gratefully acknowledges our many gifts. More 
that meet our requirements are welcome. Wherever possible, they will be placed 
in an appropriate setting in Bowne House. 

— Ethel S. Findley 


BOWNE HOUSE 
Is Open to the Public 

Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays from 3 to 5 P.M. 
Admission Free 



John Bowne reminds us that a hundred years before the Declaration of 
Independence, he suffered persecution, imprisonment, banishment to a foreign 
land, in order to complete the work begun by the signers of the Flushing 
“Remonstrance .” 


WE INTRODUCE THE BULLETIN 

At the September meeting of the Board of Trustees, publication of ihe 
Bowne House Bulletin was authorized as a medium through which we may 
bring news of Bowne House and our Society to our members and our friends. 
We hope that all who receive it will find as much pleasure in reading it as 
we have had in preparing it for publication. 






















The Bowne House Book 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The Reverend Canon Edward N. West, D.D., 
Canon Sacrist of the Cathedral Church of St. John 
the Divine: 

“I am most grateful to you for the excellent 
booklet about Bowne House. It is one of the 
most stirring events in history and I am de¬ 
lighted that it has been properly commemorated.” 


The Reverend Doctor D. de Sola Pool, Rabbi 
of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, Shearith 
Israel (Founded 1654) : 

“It is only now that I am able to thank you 
for your thoughtfulness in sending to me a copy 
of the Bowne House Book. I am truly appre¬ 
ciative of this because reading the story which 
it has to tell has given me much more than an 
evaluation of a picture of the past. It has given 
me a new feeling of encouragement for the 
present and for our American future. You are 
truly to be congratulated on your work in main¬ 
taining this meaningful symbol of human free¬ 
dom.” 


Dr. John J. Theobald, President of Queens Col¬ 
lege (Long Island ): 

“I am most delighted with the Bowne House 
publication. It is a beautifully done job on a 
most interesting subject. My congratulations to 
you on it.” 


Honorable Jesse Merritt, Nassau County His¬ 
torian: 

“The Bowne House book arrived. It is a fit¬ 
ting and artistic presentation of the undertaking 


of a great task, so successfully achieved. Leader¬ 
ship in any movement is the token of accom¬ 
plishment. The Bowne House stands as an ex¬ 
ample of the possibilities open to those who seek 
similar preservation of heritage and tradition 
which makes Americans proud of their country.” 


The Right Reverend Monsignor Edward J. Wat- 
terson, Secretary for Education, Archdiocese of 
New York: 

“Today I received the very handsome book 
and I am very grateful to you for sending it to 
me. I know that I shall find the book very in¬ 
teresting, particularly the Flushing Remons¬ 
trance. I intend to use the first leisure moments 
that I get in reading this latter.” 


Honorable James T. Hallinan, Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York: 

“I acknowledge receipt of the very fine Bowne 
House Book received at my home and which I 
will cherish and place in my library. I think it 
is one of the finest publications of its kind, and 
I want to extend to you my heartiest congratula¬ 
tions upon a job well done.” 


Honorable Martin Schwaeber, former Municipal 
Court Justice: 

“It was with a great deal of pleasure that I 
read the book published by your Society. It was 
so well done that I could not help but write this 
letter to extend my congratulations to everyone 
who participated in the work of putting it to¬ 
gether.” 


George E. Sokolsky, Distinguished American 
author and columnist: 

“I thank you very much for sending me the 
brochure on Bowne House which I read with the 
greatest of interest. I had not known of this 
institution.” 


Miss Mary McCoon, a member of the Society: 
“My sister and I received the very beautiful 
Bowne House Book and have read it with great 
interest. We shall cherish it as long as we live 
and then pass it on to our younger relatives.” 


Miss Matilda H. Roberts, Member of the Hos¬ 
tesses Committee of the Society: 

“Thank you very much for the very beautiful 
book, The Bowne House 1661. I am very happy 
to have it and very proud to have the privilege 
to serve the Bowne House.” 


Edward McNamee, Author of the poem, “The 
Bowne House”: 

“Many thanks for your beautiful Bowne House 
brochure. In format, typography and pictorial 
embellishment, this is about the most beautiful 
thing of its kind that I have ever seen and I 
greatly appreciate your kindness in sending me 
a copy.” 


Robert Graham, Recording Secretary, St. An¬ 
drew’s Society of the State of New York: 

“Thank you for the beautiful and extremely 
interesting volume ‘The Bowne House’ which 
you so kindly sent. 

“I have taken the opportunity of reading it 








carefully and have found it intensely interesting. 
On going over the membership I find that five 
are members of Saint Andrew’s Society.” 


Mrs. Walter T. Daub, a member of the Hostesses 
Committee of the Society: 

“The Bowne House Book is truly lovely and 
has been admired by many people as I keep it 
on my living-room table.” 


Francis Embree de Raismes, a descendant of John 
Bowne: 

“I received The Bowne House Book and I am 
delighted with it. It is beautiful and I am thank¬ 
ful to have it.” 


The Reverend Wendell B. Tamburro, Vicar of 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Auburndale, Flush¬ 
ing, Long Island: 

“Thank you for sending a copy of the book 
describing the Bowne House in Flushing. It is 
most interesting. 

“We need to keep alive the foundations upon 
which our society has been built and nurtured 
these many years. Such monuments as the Bowne 
House will help to rescue our political and reli¬ 
gious liberties from those forces, internal and 
external, which are threatening day by day, to 
destroy them.” 


Edward Zeltner, Distinguished columnist in his 
column “Over the River” in the New York Mir¬ 
ror, refers to the Bowne House Book as “a 
beautifully bound brochure on the Bowne House, 
architectural landmark in Flushing almost 300 


years old. It was here that the Quakers set the 
stage for religious freedom in America by meet¬ 
ing in defiance of Gov. Peter Stuyvesant’s edict. 

“Because John Bowne allowed his house to be 
used by the Quakers, he was arrested and ban¬ 
ished from the colonies. He later won his freedom 
in Holland where he was imprisoned. Even if 
you’re not interested in history, the structure is 
interesting to view. Bowne built it with his own 
hands.” 


Calvin D. Myers, President, Historical Society of 
Newburgh Bay and The Highlands: 

“We thank you for the beautiful brochure of 
the Bowne House, established as a National 
Shrine of Religious Freedom. The people of 
Flushing have done well to set up and glorify 
this shrine, and we congratulate you on the 
accomplishment.” 


Miss Mildred Willcox Treen, Executive Secre¬ 
tary, Sons of the Revolution in the State of New 
York: 

“Thank you for sending the copy of the Bowne 
House Book. It is beautifully prepared and in¬ 
teresting and should indeed be appreciatively re¬ 
ceived by the Historical Societies. We are most 
happy to have the Bowne House Book for our 
library and enclose herewith the Society’s official 
acknowledgement.” 


Milton C. Davis, President, Wading River His¬ 
torical Society (Long Island ) : 

“On behalf of the Wading River Historical 
Society I want to express to the Bowne House 
Historical Society our gratitude for the book 
‘The Bowne House’. It is a beautiful publication 
and contains much valuable information of in¬ 


terest to our members in general, but of especial 
interest to me as a member of the Religious 
Society of Friends. The Society is to be con¬ 
gratulated upon issuing such a magnificent book. 
It will be added to our Society’s collection of 
historical books and pamphlets for the use of 
our members and others doing research work.” 


R. W. G. Vail, Director, New York Historical So¬ 
ciety: 

“On returning from vacation I was delighted 
to find the two copies of your most attractive 
booklet on ‘The Bowne House,’ a valuable addi¬ 
tion to our local history. 

“I am delighted that you have the famous old 
house restored and hope that you will have the 
patronage which you and the house deserve. 
This volume is not only of great interest to us 
because it is a part of our local history, but 
particularly since we own the original Bowne 
diaries which I hope will be published before 
too long.” 


Francis W. Cunningham, Curator, The Oneida 
Historical Society: 

“The Oneida Historical Society acknowledges 
with thanks the copy of your book The Bowne 
House. This is an interesting and welcome addi¬ 
tion to our collections.” 


A. Cornell Mulford, President, Historical and 
Genealogical Society of The Town of Oyster Bay 
{Long Island): 

“Many thanks for your most interesting book¬ 
let on the Bowne House, which will be considered 
a valuable addition to the Society’s collection.” 



H. J. Mitchell, Almoner & Acting Secretary to 
Sir Henry Hobson, British Consul General and 
President of St. George’s Society of New York: 

“Thank you for sending us a copy of the 
Bowne House Book, which is indeed most in¬ 
teresting. We have passed the book to our Presi¬ 
dent, Sir Henry Hobson at the British Consulate- 
General.” 


Shelby Cullom Davis, President of the Sons of 
the Revolution in the State of New York: 

The excellent book on Bowne House is very 
much appreciated. I know that Mrs. Davis will 
share my interest and pleasure in reading it.” 


Doctor Alice Warren, Department of History, 
Skidmore College: 

“The Bowne House Book is beautiful and con¬ 
tains interesting material which will be incor¬ 
porated into my course on American History 
this Fall.” 


Mrs. John J. Champieux, State Registrar, Daugh¬ 
ters of the American Revolution, Alhambra, Cali¬ 
fornia: 

My heartfelt thanks for all you have done 
to make a national shrine of Bowne House, in 
order to enshrine in the hearts of all the memory 
of the sacrifices, persecution and humiliation 
suffered by John Bowne because he would not 
deny his faith and religion nor ‘freedom of con¬ 
science.’ 

Words fail to express my deep appreciation 
and thanks for the beautifully written, and 
bound, book of ‘The Bowne House — 1661’ which 
has just reached me. As a descendant from John 
Bowne’s daughter, Mary, my heart was filled to 
overflowing.” 


Religious Observance Week 


Flushing to Have Prominent Part in Program 
Celebrating New York City’s 300th Anniversary 


./Announcement has been made by the committee 
which is in charge of the celebration being spon¬ 
sored by the City of New York for the 300th An¬ 
niversary of municipal government in Nieuw Am¬ 
sterdam that the week, November 20th to November 
26th inclusive, will be devoted to a program em¬ 
phasizing the development of religious freedom in 
New York. 

Great emphasis will be placed upon the con¬ 
tributions made by John Bowne and the Flushing 
Remonstrance. The Dawns Early Light, written 
by John Golden of Bayside, dean of Broadway 
theatrical producers, and Haynes Trebor, a Trustee 
of our Society and Executive Secretary of the 


Flushing Chamber of Commerce, is planned for 
presentation on television over Station WOR-TV at 
a later date. The play dramatizes the events leading 
to the signing of the Remonstrance and John 
Bowne’s courageous fight to uphold the right of all 
men to enjoy religious freedom. 

Special services will be held in cathedrals, 
churches and synagogues throughout the city dur¬ 
ing the Religious Week observance. Arrangements 
have been made by our Board of Trustees to have 
the Bowne House open from 7 to 9 P.M. November 
20th through 25th. 

More complete details will be sent to the mem¬ 
bers of our Society as soon as the final program 
is formulated. 


Honorable Robert Moses, Commissioner of Parks, New York City: 


“Thank you for sending me a copy of the 
informative and handsome book just published 
by your Society on the history and significance 
of the Bowne House as ‘a shrine to religious 
freedom’, and for the printed matter pertaining 
to Francis Lewis. 

“Like the Bowne House itself, the book bears 
testimony to the enduring influence that cour¬ 
ageous and high-principled men and women, al¬ 
though seemingly obscure in their day, can have 
on the future life and liberties of a community, 
state or nation. 

“The interesting history of your organization, 


too, serves as a good example for other indi¬ 
viduals and groups who, desiring the preservation 
and restoration of ancient structures of varying 
degrees of historic, architectural or sentimental 
value, call on the City to take over this high 
specialized work. 

“The expenditure of time, energy and money 
by private citizens banded together for the task 
of preserving the Bowne House has given it a 
place in the life and affections of the present-day 
community that its restoration and maintenance 
by the less personal work of a City agency could 
never produce.” 
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A. much wider field of activities by our Bowne 
House Historical Society is contemplated. A 
program which will embrace the celebration of 
the 300th Anniversary of the signing of the 
Flushing Remonstrance, the 300th Anniversary 
of The Bowne House, the annual observance 
of the patriotic contributions of Francis Lewis, 
signer of the Declaration of Independence, and 
of his patriot son, Morgan Lewis, one of Wash¬ 
ington’s great Generals and later Governor of 
the State of New York, will be outstanding 
features. 

The Remonstrance 300th Anniversary celebra¬ 
tion will occur during the year 1957, and The 
Bowne House celebration during the year 1961. 
During this seven year period, appropriate 
recognition will be given to the churches and 
other institutions of the old Town of Flushing. 


Many of these, such as the Quaker Meeting 
House, St. George’s Church, St. Michael’s 
Roman Catholic Church, and Innerwyck (now 
the residence of Dr. and Mrs. Clarence W. 
Brazer, on Bayside Avenue) are part of our 
historic heritage. 

As part of this program we shall urge special 
attention upon the biographical backgrounds of 
the signers of the Remonstrance and a deter¬ 
mined effort will be made to locate descendants 
of the signers. 

It is planned to offer substantial awards to 
those who submit the best biographical sketches 
or similar articles with reference to the entire 
background of the Remonstrance. We are con¬ 
fident that a rich store of historical data will be 
brought to light through the scholarly research 
which this subject invites. 































THREE-FOLD PARTICIPATION 
IN 

NEW YORK CITY’S TERCENTENARY CELEBRATION 


During the year 1953 the City of New York celebrated the 300th anni- 
versary of the establishment of municipal government in that City. Par¬ 
ticipation in such a celebration, either by an organization or its individual 
members, is a rare privilege. The Bowne House Historical Society was 
honored when New York City’s Tercentenary Celebration Committee 
selected the Flushing “Remonstrance” as the one historical document ex¬ 
tant, which expresses most adequately the spirit of Religious Freedom. 
The President of our Society, Vice-Chairman of the Tercentenary Celebra¬ 
tion Committee for the Observance of Religious Freedom Week, arranged 
for a special service at St. George’s Episcopal Church in Flushing, Sunday, 
November 22, 1953. 

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE WEEK SERVICE 

Those of us who attended will never forget that service. On this day, 
designated by the Tercentenary Celebration Committee for the Com¬ 
memoration of the Preservation of Religious Freedom in New York City, 
St. George’s Church added another to the record of historic occasions ob¬ 
served within her walls since the days when Francis Lewis, a former 
warden of the Church, signed the Declaration of Independence. 

An atmosphere, deeply spiritual and historically inspiring, prevailed in 
the old church, filled to capacity by those who had “gathered together to 
especially bear witness to our enjoyment of the right to worship God as 
we choose.” 

The significance of the occasion was emphasized in Reverend Dougald 
L. Maclean’s cordial greeting to his parishioners and guests. We quote: “It 
is good to know that as we worship here this morning all faiths are taking 
part either by the presence of representatives at this service or in special 
prayers in their respective cathedrals, churches, synagogues, and places of 
worship. ‘Except the Lord keep the city, the watchmen waketh but in 
vain.’ ” 

Honorable Charles S. Colden, President of The Bowne House Historical 


Society, addressed the congregation and reminded them in stirring words: 
“Most of you, on your way to this service this morning, have trod in the 
footsteps of the Signers of the ‘Remonstrance,’ now almost three centuries 
old. This day,” continued Judge Colden, “will never come again. By your 
presence here this morning, you are making history”—words to reckon 
with, when one stops to think! 

In that reckoning, one must remember that were it not for the ceaseless, 
indefatigable efforts of the President of The Bowne House Historical 
Society, there would have been no recognition by the New York Tercen¬ 
tenary Celebration Committee, of Flushing’s contribution to the cause of 
Religious Freedom, nor would there be on Bowne Street, Flushing, today, 
A NATIONAL SHRINE TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND TOLER¬ 
ANCE. 

While personal references may be embarrassing, this report would be 
inadequate if it did not include the names of Mrs. Henry D. Waller, Mr. 
John Golden, and Mr. Haynes Trebor, who were among the congregation 
that day. The presence of Mrs. Waller reminded us that her husband, the 
Reverend Henry Davey Waller, had been rector of St. George’s and had 
written “The History of Flushing,” a valuable reference book including 
information about the “Remonstrance.” Mr. Golden and Mr. Trebor are 
co-authors of a play, “The Dawn’s Early Light,” dramatizing the struggle 
for the preservation of religious freedom, which took place in our town, 
1657-1664. 

It seems only fitting that any account of this service, embellished by its 
hallowed setting, by St. George’s excellent choir, the cordiality of the 
Rev. Father Maclean, the sincerity of Judge Colden’s address, should con¬ 
clude with the words of the rector’s prayer: 

“O Eternal God, through whose mighty power our fathers won their 
liberties of old, grant, we beseech Thee, that we and all the people of this 
city may have grace to maintain these liberties in righteousness and peace. 
Amen.” 
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NEW YORK about 1673. (From J. Clarence Davies Collection; courtesy Museum of the City of New York) 


REMONSTRANCE DAY, 1953 


On Sunday, December 27th, 1953, the Bowne House 
Historical Society held its annual celebration of 
Remonstrance Day. December 27th has taken on the 
character of a local holiday as our people have be¬ 
come increasingly aware of the significance and rele¬ 
vancy for our times of this ancient protest against 
religious intolerance. The celebration last year was 
held at the Flushing Y.M.C.A. on Northern Boulevard 
and was notable both for the unusually large and 
enthusiastic attendance and the richness and variety 
of the program. The large lobby at the “Y” was 
inadequate to hold the crowd which was truly repre¬ 
sentative of the religious and civic life of the com¬ 


munity. In contrast to weather conditions in previous 
years, the weather was ideal, a perfect day which 
made the auspices extremely favorable. 

Judge Colden presided with his customary gracious¬ 
ness. The Invocation was delivered by Dr. Charles 
Campbell of the Dutch Reformed Church and the 
Benediction by the Reverend Norman Hall of the 
First Methodist Church. The Rev. William Bennett, 
Executive Director of the Queensboro Federation of 
Protestant Churches, delivered a brief address on 
“The meaning of religious tolerance.” Judge Colden 
read a letter received from Father Basil Ellard of 
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church, who was un¬ 


able to be present, expressing his pleasure at the 
display of unity by the religious forces of our com¬ 
munity. Through the good offices of Mrs. Ann Mur¬ 
dock and the pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
the Rev. V. Glanton, the choir of the church rendered 
a number of spirituals to the great enjoyment of the 
audience. But by all odds, the most striking “feature” 
of the program was the reading of an original play 
depicting the events leading to the signing of the 
Remonstrance, by eleven members of the North Shore 
Clergy Club turned actors for the occasion. The 
play by Mr. Haynes Trebor was impressive by reason 
of its dramatic quality and its historical authenticity. 

As Judge Colden commented, it set a high standard 
for future celebrations, a standard which may be 
attained, but hardly exceeded. The only criticism of 
the spiritual feast that was made at the time of the 
celebration was that the fare was a bit too rich, but 
then that is the usual complaint about a Thanks¬ 
giving Day dinner. 

The members of the Bowne House Historical Society 
are reminded that the celebration this year will take 
place on a Monday evening. They, of course, do not 
have to be told the date. 

—Max Meyer 

They Walked Upon This Ground 

The old days rub their drowsy eyes and pass 
To where but memories are later found 
In valor that led a sore-troubled mass 
Of patriots who walked upon this ground. 

Since one by one, they silently withdrew, 

From out the past, there comes a vibrant sound; 

The voice of history, in proud review, 

Extolling those who walked upon this ground. 

Brave Francis Lewis, gentleman true-blue, 

His son, with Washington’s good troops around; 
John Bowne and the Remonstrance signers too, 
Thank God, such men once walked upon this ground. 

—Ed McNamee 

This poem was inspired by the remarks made by 
Judge Colden at the Remonstrance Observance cere¬ 
monies held in the Flushing Y.M.C.A., December 27, 
1953. 
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Mr. John Golden 


It was most fitting that hundreds of his friends 
chose the opening day of National Brotherhood 
Week to honor Mr. Golden because we of The 
Bowne House Historical Society consider him 
the embodiment of Brotherhood, regardless of 
race, creed, or color. 


On February 21, 1954, in the John Bowne 
School in Flushing, celebrities of the entertain¬ 
ment world, leaders of civic groups, and repre¬ 
sentatives of Youth Organizations throughout 
Manhattan and Queens gathered to express their 
esteem and affection for this outstanding citizen. 
Their tribute took the form of a beautifully en¬ 
grossed scroll, which expressed the sentiment not 
only of every child who has played on “Golden’s 
Lot,” (Mr. Golden’s 20-acre estate in Bayside, 
L. I.) but of each person in the assemblage. 

On behalf of the Flushing Interfaith Society 
Judge Colden presented the scroll, which reads, 
in part, as follows: “To Mr. John Golden . . . 
who has won the love, admiration, appreciation, 
and affection of all Queens by his charity and 
interest in the welfare of youth . . . and by his 
assistance in promoting the spirit of fair play, 
good citizenship, and brotherhood.” 


The Bowne House Historical Society is proud 
to number Mr. Golden among its Life Members 
and to invite the reader to peruse the lilting 
lyrics of New York City’s Tercentenary Celebra¬ 
tion official song, composed by Mr. Golden- 
just one more of his many, many contributions 
to the enjoyment of his fellowmen! 



by JOHN GOLDEN 


NEW YORK TOWN, glorious NEW YORK TOWN; 
NEW YORK TOWN, Model of world renown, 
Ev’rything from ev’rywhere, 

Whatever you want it’s there! 

From earth or sea or up in the air or down. 


Eight million neighbors, ev’ry Faith represented, 
Eight million neighbors with a civic pride cemented. 
Proud! For they know the worth 
Of their Hometown the greatest City on earth. 


Look up! There’s a high line 
With a skyline for a crown. 

Oh one Municipality where every Nationality 
Is sure of Hospitality is NEW YORK TOWN. 


(The first nine lines are repeated and the song ends 
with the couplet: 

“Oh one Municipality where every Nationality 
Is sure of Hospitality is NEW YORK TOWN.”) 


NEW YORK, 1953 

“NEW YORK TOWN” 
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“SYMBOL OF FREEDOM FOR US TO PRIZE” 

An Editorial 

“One of the most significant observances of Independence Day 
anywhere in America will be held Monday morning on the lawn 
of the historic Bowne House in Flushing. It will be the annual 
Fourth of July program sponsored by the Bowne House Historical 
Society. 

“This house, built in 1661 by John Bowne, is a national symbol 
of the fight for religious freedom, one that started in Flushing more 
than a century before the Declaration of Independence. The 
famous Flushing Remonstrance of 1657 was, indeed, a fore-runner 
of the First Amendment of our Constitution which holds that ‘Con¬ 
gress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof . . .’ 

“The Remonstrance of 1657 was the written and signed protest 
of 26 early Flushing freeholders against a ban by New Netherlands 
Governor Peter Stuyvesant on the harboring of Quakers or the 
holding of religious services by that sect. 

“The Remonstrance proclaimed to the governor that not only 
would they welcome Quakers to their homes, but any ‘sons of 
Adam who come in love among us.’ 

“Town officials were dismissed as a result of the Remonstrance; 
some of the signers were imprisoned. But the spirit of independence 
and individual conscience was not quenched. 

“The Quakers continued to meet there, though sometimes 
secretly in the woods to avoid persecution by the New Netherlands 
authorities. 


(Continued in right-hand column) 


Independence Day Exerci: 

July 5th, 1954 


PROv! 

Mrs. Laurence 
Chairman of Hon 


1. RAISING OF COLORS-By Officers of William A. Leonard 
Post, American Legion—William J. Eisemann, Commander. 

2. NATIONAL ANTHEM-Led by Ray Hamilton. 

3. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG-Led by Lt. Col. Elmer H. Braun, 
N. Y. Dept. R. O. A. Vice-President. 

4. INVOCATION—By the Rev. Dougald L. Maclean, Pastor of 
St. George’s Protestant Episcopal Church of Flushing. 

5. JUST FOR TODAY—Sung by Mrs. Marguerite Molloy. 

6. READING OF THE SCRIPTURES-By Rabbi Max Meyer, 
Rabbi of Flushing Free Synagogue. 

7. BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC-Sung by Ray Hamil¬ 
ton and Mrs. Marguerite Molloy. 









ses At The Bowne House 
, 10:00 A.M. 

I 

[ram 

: B. Halleran 
f tesses, Presiding 


8. READING OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEND¬ 
ENCE—By Rev. Dr. Charles H. Campbell, Pastor of the Re¬ 
formed Church of Flushing. 

9. THE LORD’S PRAYER—Sung by Ray Hamilton of the Hamil¬ 
ton Music Service. 

10. ADDRESS—The Honorable Charles S. Colden, President of 
The Bowne House Historical Society. 

i 11. GOD BLESS AMERICA—Sung by Ray Hamilton and Mrs. 
Marguerite Molloy. 

12. BENEDICTION—By the Rev. Basil Ellard, Assistant Pastor 
of St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church. 

13. MY COUNTRY ’TIS OF THEE. 


(Continued from left-hand column ) 

“When he built his sturdy house—the one that stands in Flushing 
today—John Bowne invited the Quakers to worship there. Pie was 
arrested, taken before the governor in chains and fined. When he 
persisted in defending his right to freedom of worship, he was 
finally banished ‘as an example to others.’ 

“But in Holland John Bowne s eloquent plea for ‘liberty of 
conscience’ won him his freedom. And more, the Amsterdam 
Chamber of the West India Company, governing board of the 
New Netherlands Province, declared in freeing him that ‘the 
consciences of men, at least, ought to remain free and unshackled.’ 

“So it is to John Bowne that we owe one of the earliest success¬ 
ful blows for religious freedom. The house he built in Flushing 
and opened to a persecuted religious group is its lasting symbol. 

“In a modern world where freedom of any kind has been ex¬ 
tinguished for so many people, it is surely wise to remember that 
our freedom was not won for us without a struggle. It seems pru¬ 
dent, too, to realize fully that we will not keep it long unless we 
prize it as highly as did those Flushing freeholders 300 years ago.” 

—Stephen Rogers 
Long Island Star-Journal 


The editorial quoted, appeared July 3, 1954. It has been re¬ 
printed in The Bulletin because a more adequate expression of 
our Society’s purpose in holding Independence Day exercises each 
year would be difficult to find. 

If increasingly larger attendance signifies anything, surely the 
Society has reason to believe that citizens of Flushing “remember 
that our freedom was not won for us without struggle” nor shall 
we “keep it long unless we prize it as highly as did those Flushing 
freeholders 300 years ago.” 












Loman Alveson 
Mrs. William H. Babe 
George H. Barmeyer 
*A. Van Wyck Bowne 

* Harold Edward Bowne 
*Miss Lydia C. Bowne 

James G. Brush 
Honorable D. Lacy Dayton 
Mrs. D. Lacy Dayton 
Mrs. James A. Dayton 
John N. Dayton 
Mrs. Walter S. Dayton 
Walter S. Dayton, Jr. 

Mrs. Nicholas De Pasquale 
Mrs. Eileen Doenges 
Miss Eleanor Dwyer 
Robert G. Faughnan 
Mrs. Thomas M. Fennell 
Albert E. Green 
F. W. Grohe 
Curtis H. Hallock 

* Norris Werrell Harkness 
Mrs. Harold V. Howe 
Mrs. Madeline Hutton 
William Jakubowski 
Arthur A. Johnson 

Mrs. Richard C. Koenig 
Thomas Lawson 
Mrs. Alice Bowne Leighton 
Emil Levin 
James Lord 

• Bowne Descendant. 


New Members 


Duluth, Minnesota 
Douglaston, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Aurora, South Dakota 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
Glen Ridge, New Jersey 
Bayside, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Glen Cove, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Medford, Massachusetts 
Bayside, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Flushing, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Leesburg, Virginia 
Bayside, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
New York City, New York 
Scotia, New Jersey 
Little Neck, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Manhasset, Long Island 
North Reading, Massachusetts 
Bayside, Long Island 
Westlake, Ohio 
Flushing, Long Island 
Douglas Manor, Long Island 


Mrs. Mary L. Maclvor 
E. A. Mandel 
Harry F. Mohr 
John E. Nachman 
Mrs. John E. Nachman 
Mrs. Donald A. Nash 
Frederick Willis Nichols, Jr. 
Mrs. W. J. Noonan 
Herbert R. Peck 
Mrs. Frederick C. Sasse 
Mrs. William L. Schaaf 
Harry Schulman 

R. L. Siebert 
Herbert A. Smith 
Mrs. Joseph J. Smith 

Mrs. Arthur Hays Sulzberger 
Mrs. Edward A. Trauner 
Eugene T. Turney, Jr. 

‘Mrs. Caroline Bowne Wallace 
Mrs. Mark Wallach 

S. W. Webb 
Mrs. S. W. Webb 


Flushing, Long Island 
Woodstock, New York 
Flushing, Long Island 
Westbury, Long Island 
Westbury, Long Island 
Douglas Manor, Long Island 
Manhasset, Long Island 
Locust, New Jersey 
Flushing, Long Island 
Flushing, Long Island 
Flushing, Long Island 
Whitestone, Long Island 
Jamaica, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Ridgewood, New Jersey 
New York City, New York 
Flushing, Long Island 
Bayside, Long Island 
Flushing, Long Island 
Flushing, Long Island 
Flushing, Long Island 
Flushing, Long Island 


AN INVITATION 

For our mutual enjoyment, every member 
of The Bowne House Historical Society is 
cordially invited to contribute any interesting 
information pertinent to Bowne House and 
to our Society. Mail to Bowne House Bul¬ 
letin, Bowne House, Flushing, N. Y. 
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Gifts Received and Acknowledged by our Acquisitions Committee, 1953-1954 


The vaeiety and sources of the gifts received by The Bowne ffouse His- 
torical Society during the past year indicate an increasing interest in our 
Society by historically-minded persons. It is especially gratifying to have 
received gifts from so many Bowne descendants who in this way help us 
to accumulate material particularly appropriate for Bowne House. 

A silhouette of our President, Judge Colden, made at the Antiques 
Show in St. George’s Episcopal Church, Flushing, 1952, has been donated 
by Miss Edith Fetterolf. 

Miss Elizabeth Astle, on behalf of the Flushing Garden Club, presented 
a plan of the Bowne Farm and a number of copies of “A Famous Nursery 
in Old Flushing.” The text of these brochures gives Miss Bertha Parsons’ 
personal recollections of her grandfather, Samuel Parsons, who was born 
in New York City in 1774, was a member of the Society of Friends, mar¬ 
ried Mary Bowne of Flushing, and died in 1841. His portrait hangs in the 
living room of Bowne House. 

Donations of American pewter have been made by Mr. William 
Halleran and Mr. Harry Heuman. Mr. Halleran’s gift consists of four 
measuring cups of different sizes, circa 1768. Mr. Heuman’s are con¬ 
temporaries of Mr. Halleran’s—a candlestick, a soup ladle, and a drinking 
mug. Mr. Heuman also presented a beautiful brass bed warmer with steel 
shank or handle, circa 1800. 

An English lantern of the late 17th or early 18th century was presented 
by Mr. Allen Gerdau. The lantern is ten inches high, with candleholder, 
and a reflector in the center. 

An enumeration of gifts made by Bowne descendants follows: 

1. Seven copies of The Bowne Family Tree to be kept at Bowne 
House for use by Bowne descendants—donor, Mr. Roland B. 
Haines. 

2. An interesting pen in a black holder—donor, Miss Grace V. 
Bedinger of Great Neck, L. I. 

3. A photostatic copy of a very interesting Bown family record from 
the British Museum—donor, Mr. Percy Clapp. 


4. Mrs. William Kimber and her sister, Mrs. Samuel Emlen, have 
made four gifts: a pin cushion belonging to Elizabeth Hartshorne 
Bowne, who married Robert Bowne in 1775; a private Journal, 
“Personal Recollections of the American Revolution,” prepared 
from authentic Domestic Records; “Reminiscences of Washing¬ 
ton and Lafayette,” edited by Sidney Barclay Irving, 1859, and 
inscribed “as a slight testimonial of respect to Washington 
Irving, Esq.”; a “Diary written on Long Island during the Revo¬ 
lution,” belonging to John A. Haines, the donors’ grandfather. 

5. Two pieces of homespun fine cotton—a broad collar and a finely 
tucked waist—donor, Mrs. Herbert Gnad. 

6. A sofa owned by Walter Bowne, Mayor of the City of New 
York, 1829-1833, and a drum table—the donor, Mrs. William 
Broadwell Bowne, journeyed from Pocono, Pa., to attend the 
annual meeting of our Society; she graciously consented to tell 
the members interesting facts about her gifts. 

For these gifts our Society is most grateful. Any gift appropriate for 
Bowne House will be warmly welcomed and carefully cherished. 

—Ethel S. Findley 


BOWNE HOUSE 
Is Open to the Public 

Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays from 3 to 5 P.M. 
Admission Free 
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DO YOU KNOW THAT — 


The Flushing Historical Society is supporting legislation to make 
Remonstrance Day a New York State Holiday. 

A descendant of William Thorne, one of the signers of the Flushing 
Remonstrance, visited Bowne House during the past year. Since The 
Bulletin was last published, Mrs. John H. Tennent, Chairman of the 
Descendants Committee, has located descendants of sixteen other signers 
of Flushing’s historic document. 

The Flushing High School Alumni Association, seeking a suitable gift 
for its alma mater, decided upon an engrossed copy of the Flushing 
Remonstrance and an enlarged photograph of Bowne House. The gifts 
will become part of a three-panel display consisting of the copy of the 
Remonstrance, a thirteen-star American flag, and an enlarged photograph 
of Bowne House. After presentation at ceremonies dedicating the new 
wing, these reminders of Flushing’s rich, historic heritage will be located 
inside the main entrance of the new building. 

The Bowne House Historical Society is indebted again to Mr. Louis 
Gertz for sponsoring, in the Star-Journal, an invitation to the public to 
attend Independence Day Exercises at Bowne House, July 5, 1954. 

In the late summer, residents affected by the renewed threat of buses 
on Bowne Street and the threatened widening of 38th Avenue east of 
Union Street, accepted Judge Colden’s invitation to join members of The 
Bowne House Historical Society in a protest meeting at Bowne House. A 
few days later, a Committee known as “The Bowne Street Community 
Committee,” was formed to protect the interests of all concerned. Mem¬ 
bers of that Committee are: Colonel John Holley Clark, Chairman, Anna 
M. O’Connor, Secretary, Reverend Charles H. Campbell, Reverend Alfred 
H. Rapp, Rabbi Max Meyer, Franklin F. Regan, Mrs. Glenn B. Hesse, 
Mrs. Edward J. Streator, Reverend Dougald Lachlan Maclean, Axtell 
Sheets, Edward A. Roberts. 

Approximately 2,500 persons in special groups comprising school chil¬ 
dren and members of organizations have visited Bowne House during the 
past year. These guests come outside regular visiting hours. Mrs. Laurence 
B. Halleran not only conducts these special tours but tells, over and over 
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again, the John Bowne Story. Who can measure the amount of time and 
energy expended by Mrs. Halleran in this important phase of the Society’s 
work! 

On Laymen’s Sunday, October 17, 1954, Judge Colden was guest 
speaker at the Dutch Reformed Church in Flushing; his subject was “The 
Flushing Remonstrance.” 

The fields in which the Society receives publicity include newspapers, 
literary reviews, historical periodicals, and other magazines; for example, 
Mr. Laurence B. Halleran provides publicity for The Bowne House His¬ 
torical Society in twenty-seven different magazines with a circulation of 
50,000. 

Appreciation of our booklet, “The Bowne House, 1661,” has taken 
various forms. For example, requests for advice on publishing similar 
booklets have been received from other historical societies wishing to use 
our publication as a model. A letter from Mrs. E. B. Cole, President of 
Wenham Historical Association and Museum, Inc., Wenham, Massachusetts, 
reads in part: “. . . The President’s message and Dr. Corey’s broad scholar¬ 
ship in historical research epitomize so perfectly what we are trying to 
accomplish by our displays. We are trying to conduct a center of under¬ 
standing of the great religions and the thinking and habits of other peoples 
of the world. . . . Our gratitude that we have evidence of this ‘National 
Shrine of Religious Freedom.’ ” 

Queensborough Lodge of Elks has shown approval of the work of our 
Society by including us among its beneficiaries of the past year, with 
monies earmarked for publications of the Society. 

Our Society is receiving full cooperation from Park Commissioner 
Robert Moses and Borough President James A. Lundy in allocating 
property extending north of the Bowne House on Bowne Street and east 
on Fox Lane, for a park to be known as “Weeping Beech Park.” This park 
will furnish an appropriate setting for Bowne House because the beautiful 
weeping beech tree planted by Samuel Parsons in 1847 will be included. 
The park will also afford many children a place to play in comparative 
safety. 


Public School #214, Queens, was dedicated on Friday, October 29, 
1954, as the Cadwallader Colden School. This occasion recalls the fact 





that Cadwallader Colden is buried on his estate in Flushing, known in 
Revolutionary days as Spring Hill. Ownership of the land changed hands; 
today, Spring Hill is part of Mt. Hebron Cemetery. According to the terms 
of the purchase, the grave of this famous man shall be preserved forever. 
He is remembered for his remarkable learning and statesmanship. 

Another member of the family, Jane Colden, through written corre¬ 
spondence, collaborated with Linnaeus, famous Swedish botanist, in the 
search for medicinal herbs so vital to the life of early Americans. Jane 
Colden became the first recognized American woman botanist. 

The reference to Linnaeus recalls the famous Prince Nurseries, estab¬ 
lished in Flushing in 1732 and named “Linnean Gardens.” Choice of this 
name would seem to indicate that William Prince, Jane Colden, Linnaeus, 
and Cadwallader Colden were contemporaries. 

Dr. Charles F. Rank, Member of the Board of Education, who presided 
at the dedication exercises, expressed to Honorable Charles S. Colden 
appreciation of the outstanding contributions his renowned family has 
made ever since Colonial days. The Honorable William B. Groat, III, 
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works, who was also present, added his 
tribute. Mr. Groat can speak authentically on this subject because Cad¬ 
wallader Colden was the topic for one of Mr. Groat’s college theses. 

Good luck to the new school with so distinguished a heritage! 


The Flushing Savings Bank, during the past nine years, has given us 
20,000 brochures and 55,000 folders, all about John Bowne of Bowne 
House, and 20,000 brochures about the Flushing Remonstrance, a total of 
95,000 pieces of literature about our Society and our work. These brochures 
are distributed free at Bowne House and at the Flushing Savings Bank. 
We are most grateful to the Bank for its devotion to the historic heritage 
of our community and to our national shrine to religious freedom—The 
Bowne House. 

This issue of the Bowne House Bulletin was printed by the Algen 
Press, Lewis Falce, President—a fine print shop, founded by long time 
expert printing craftsmen, Gennaro De Pamphilis, and his son, Army Air 
Force Captain Alphonse De Pamphilis. Both are Whitestoners and the 
Algen Press Shop is located on Powell’s Cove Boulevard, part of the farm 
where lived Francis Lewis, signer of the Declaration of Independence, and 


his son, Morgan Lewis, one of Washington’s most beloved and highly 
trusted generals—later New York State Governor. 

A beautiful tribute was paid to the memory of John Bowne by the 
Reverend Archie Buchanan in his Thanksgiving Day sermon at Grace 
Episcopal Church, Whitestone. Father Buchanan offered our thanks for 
the important contribution to the cause of religious freedom in the victory 
won by John Bowne through his arrest, suffering, imprisonment, banish¬ 
ment to the Old World and his subsequent triumphant vindication and 
return to his home, his wife and his children in Flushing, culminating in 
the establishment of freedom of religion as we know it in America today. 

The Reverend Doctor Norman Hall, member of our Board of Trustees, 
is now Minister of the Methodist Church of Amityville. One of the mem¬ 
bers of his congregation is the distinguished Long Island Historian, Paul 
Bailey, who writes a syndicated weekly column on historical subjects. On 
numerous occasions Mr. Bailey has paid gracious tribute to the work which 
we are doing at Bowne House. 

The Herald-Tribune Sunday Magazine, “This Week,” has been giving 
national coverage to the importance of the written word. How we at 
Bowne House wish the signers of the Flushing Remonstrance had written 
more fully about their activities. 

The entire staff of the Flushing Postal District, through their organiza¬ 
tion, annually contribute to the work of Bowne House. Recently, Post¬ 
master Frank J. Cassidy, on behalf of his staff, sent a substantial check as 
an assist to our Treasury. 

Just as we go to press we are in receipt of definite information as to 
the location of the Whitestone farm of Francis Lewis, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. Mr. Purcell B. Robertson, Assistant Vice- 
President of the Title Guarantee and Trust Company, has given us a full 
report which will be fully discussed in our next issue. Meantime our warm 
thanks to Mr. Robertson, title expert and local historian. 


Don’t you think the variety of activities cited is convincing evidence 
that each year The Bowne House Historical Society is extending its 
patriotic and spiritual influence, approaching ever nearer the goal set for 
the Society at its inception? 


Llfcrary of the 

ONION THEOLOGICAL SFMTNLA"- 

New York 



The written messag e is the one that LIVES” 



It didn’t matter what had become of that original piece of crude paper upon which 
A. Lincoln had written the message that began: “Fourscore and seven years ago. . . . 
Sensing the impermanence of spoken words, Lincoln himself declared: 

“The world will little note nor long remember what we say here. . . But his words 
were caught and preserved for all time by the newspaper presses of the nation. 

Nor did it matter that the singing words of Homer, his I Iliad and Odyssey, 
were spoken from memory, for there were scribes who wrote them down and 
kept them fresh and living for all mankind. 

Yes, the written message, and chiefly the printed message, is the one that lives. 

But more than that, the written message is tangible as well as permanent. You can return 
again and again to it, study it, clip it out, pass it on to others. 

In keeping with the sublime thought expressed in the foregoing message 
published by Tms Week Magazine and distributed throughout America, we at 
Bowne House plan to print items of contemporary interest as well as those found 
in our historic heritage. 















